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AJIT PATOWARY

GUWAHATI, July 27: A new charkha
has been innovated to remove the prob-
lem of spinning the weft yarn of eri sitk
with an aim at checking the massive
flight of eri cocoon to other parts of the

country, which are either not known for -

their traditional eri culture or far be-
hind the State in eri cocoon production.

Eriisanatural warm silk cloth, made
of the yarns derived from the cocoons
of ert worrns, and, Assam is one of the
largest eri cocoon producing States of
the country. But due to the lack of prop-
er equipment to produce the weft yarn
from these silk cocoons, State’s arti-
sans have now gradually started with-
drawing from their tradition of weaving
eri cloths, which are known to be whol-
Iy organic and hence have a great de-
mand in other parts of the country and
abroad as well.

The new charkha, innovated by
former North Eastern Institute of Sci-
ence and Technology (NEIST, formerly
Regional Research Laboratory), Jorhat
SN Choudhury and his mechanical en-
gineer son KN Choudhury at the work-
shop they have set up at their Shreena-
gar-based house here and named —
Choudhury En Spinning Charkha-1f —
is expected to remove this problem and
State’s artisans would now be able to
weave their cloths comfortably and thus
the flight of eri cocoons from the State

could be prevented.

Noted sericulture entreprenenr Chan-
dan Keshab of Boko Milanpur, whe isa
member of 2 Boko-based large eri pro-
ducers’ group, smd that therr group has
been testing the equipment for the past
one year and found that it has been able
to reduce the tnne poriod of prods

of weft yearn. About 250 grams of weft
yarn of about 25 counts could be pro-
duced with the help of this equipment
within eight hours, Keshabsaid,

When coritacted, SN Choudhury told
this newspaper that experiments are
going on also onthe amoint of warp eri
yarti the equipment can produce. -

The idea to invent this charkha
came to Choudhury’s mind because.
of the low output of the existing eri
charkha, which led to the massive
flight of eri cocoons to various parts
of the country, affecting the sericul-
ture industry of the State.

Choudhury has been feeling the need
of such a charkha, following the inven-
tion of a charkha by hus father late Jnan-
ananda Choudhury, a former teacher of
the city’s Arya Vidyapeeth Higher Se¢-
ondary and Multipurpose School in the
1950s. His father’s charkha is known
as the Choudhury Eri Spinning
Charkha No. 1 and it was well received
by the NE artisans and traders involved
in the sector. It was exported to some
South Asian countries too.

The charkha innovated by Choud-
hury and his son can be operated man-
ually. It is around 6.5 kg in weight and
it can be operated from both right and
left directions through an adjustable
pedal. Even children can operate it.
The equipment is made of wood, brass
and steel parts, bearing and bushings,
Choudhury said. /
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Cabinet approves 320,000-cr

infrastructure investment fund

. PNS = NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on Wednesday
approved creation of a 320,000-
. crore National Investment and
. Infrastructure Fund (NIIF), a sort of
sovereign fund, for development of
infrastructure projects, including the :
stalled ones.

The decision to set up the fund was
taken at the meeting of the Cabinet
headed by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, sources said.

The NIIE sources said, is being
established with an aim to maximise
‘economic impact” mainly through
infrastructure development in com-
mercially viable projects, both green
field and brown field, “including stalled
projects”.

The fund could also consider fund-
- ing nationally important projects in the
- manufacturing sector. e
: The initial authorised capital of
. NIIF would be 320,000 crore, which
will be raised from time to as decided |
by the Finance Minister. B '

The Government would contribute.
49 per cent of the subscribed capital of
NIE
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Designer Anju Modi
references heritage in
her latest collection,
inspired by Persia

JAGMEETATHIND JOY

IT'S BEEN a busy run-up to this edition of

Amazon India Couture Week for Anju Modi.

The award-winning designer and couturier

recently launched her flagship store in Delhi’s
. upmarket Defence Colony. A champion of
Indian textiles for nearly three decades now,
she has just wrapped up work with director
Sanjay Leela Bhansali's soon-to-release pe-
riod film Bajirao Mastani. This is her second
filon as a costume designer after last year's
hit, Goliyon Ki Raasleela Ram-Leela, which saw
Modi celebrate the sartorial styles of Kutch.
We spoke to the designer on her latest col-
lection, the contemporisation of Indian cou-
ture and designing for Bollywood.

What was your inspiration for
this season?

This season, my inspiration for “Kashish”
came from Persia, one of the world's richest
and ancient civilizations. We see Persian in-
fluences in architecture, in myriad art forms
ranging from calligraphy to miniature art, in
the unique designs and bootis, and literature
as well. You will see awide gamut of colours

such as ochre, ivory, mint, in-
digo, red and teal. I have used
natural fabrics such as fine
khadi, chanderi and dupion silk
in the collection.

How has Indian couture
changed over the years,

be it in terms of silkouettes
or styling?

Indian couture has now be-
come more focused and design oriented than
itwas before. Not just from the perspective of
the designers, but also the customers. There
is maturity with how our clients and cus-
tomers view our garments and that reflects
in the way we style and design our collec-
tions.

You have recently faunched your
flagship store and made itan
all-inclusive space.

| feel that Defence Colony has become a
couture street. The perspective with the new
store is to present the whole gamut of lines

by the label under one roof,
including menswear.

How was the experience
of designing for
Boliywood? :

It is both interesting and
challenging towork but it is
acreative rush to work with
a filmmaker like Bhansali.
My collections usually fol-
low strong cultural references as the
backdrop, so designing for Bajirao
Mastani was right up my alley. It was
an absolute pleasure to travel
through Maharashtra (the seat of 2%
power of the noted Peshwa) to re- ﬁé .
search and study the craftsand de- 3
sign heritage. We have to be extra
focused when it comes to design-
ing for a movie, since every nu-
ance, every detail of the charac-
teris highlighted and brought to
fore through the subtlety or op-
ulence of the look.
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MUMBAI: Organisers of the
Lakme Fashion Week, along
with designer-politician
Shaina N.C,, announced the
launch of its initiative titled
“Reinvent Banaras” for the
revival of Banaras handlooms
here on Wednesday.

Designers Krishna Mehta,
Shruti Sancheti and textile
designer Hemang Agrawal
were present.

Ace- designer Ritu Kumar
revealed some significant
looks from her “Varanasi
Weaves” collection, which
will be showeased at the Indi-
an Handlooms and Textiles
Day at the Lakme Fashion
Week Winter/Festive, 2015,
on August 27.

The Indian Handloom and

ie Fashion

Hindu, Delhi

Thursday 30th July 2015, Page: 20
Width: 17.02 cms, Height: 9.18 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2015-07-30.49.115

Textile Day at the fashion ga-
la will celebrate the rich heri-
tage of hand-woven luxury
every season. .

Ms. Shaina will curate a
special exhibition at Dr. Bhau
Daji Lad Mumbai City Mu-~
seum for Lakme TFashion
Week.

Top designers on board

The exhibition will show-

case the works of fashion de-

signers like Ritu Kumar,

Anita Dongre, Ritu Beyi, Gau-

rav Gupta, Varun Bahl, Rina

Dhaka and Krishna Mehta, on
" asingle platform.

This is part of a nationwide
campaign, led by Ms. Shaina,
focussed to uplift the Banaras
handloom industry, part of

eek has désﬁgns on ‘B

the “Make InTndia” initiative
supported by the Union Tex-
tiles Ministry. -~ * - .

“With Indian Textile Day,
our aim is to provide a plat-
form to showcase the variety
and vibrancy of Indian
weaves and highlight Indian
crafts to a global and young
audience. We are delighted to
anneunce that this special
edition of Indian Textile Day
will revive, uplift and rein-
vent Banaras handlooms in
partnership with India’s lead-

ing designers, Saket Dhankar,

vice-president - and  head,
fashion, IMG Reliance Lid.,
said. “Reinvent Banaras’ will
showcase the magic of Ban-
aras handlooms on the ramp”.
—JANS

Silk woven on a
handloom in Varanasi. -
FILE PHOTO: AP
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Make way for Shahbanu

|Persiais in focus
at the ongoing

Amazon India
Couture Week

MADHUR TANKHA

‘| Described as one of the

richest ancient civilizations,

Persiais proving to be the - . .

haute inspiration at the .
ongeing Amazon India
Couture Week 2015. The
architectural heritage and

culture, remnants of which. -

are palpable in some parts of
the sub-continent, have

‘ inspir‘edv veteran couturier .

Anju Modi and debutant

Reynu Tandon to create.

their collections. -
Modi says froma .

- | historical point of view, . -
Persia is significant as the .

empire stretched from

“The extent of the

| civilisation’s influence is

reflected through and can be

‘seen in the architeetural - :
‘ references and art forms

ranging calligraphy to
miniature art and literature
and philosophy. All these
aspects of the Persian
Empire inspired the
collection this season.”
With each couture
collection, Modi seeks to
give a more contemporary |-
take on design. Heritage and |
handicraftare the pillars of = |
her design ethos. “Alotof |
these elements will be
reflected in this couture

~ colleetion. Floral bootis aﬁd

motifs will be a key feature |
this time round. Youcan
expect alot of strong and -

- interesting colour

combinations, some: ﬁne :

_details and
" embroideriesthat W111 :H B

reflect the collection’s

" Persian inspiration.”

Sheddinglightonthe - |.

: :Persmn influenceinher =
. collection, Tandon says, = |-
| Northern Africaand the .~ “Persiais known forits '
| West Asia to parts of Europe,
‘| and the Indlan sub—

"4 continent.

archltecture, music and

- landscape. Shahbanuisa ;
... collection inspired by. royal b
" women from the Persmn o

gharana The royal -
princesses were called ..

’ Shahbanu »

Contlnued on page 2
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sy
for Shahbanu

. " Continued from page 1
- Tandon has used - zardosi
gold embroidery, royal blue
. and mirror work. “Thecollee- -
- ~tionwill be presented inase-
. ries of period creations, each
o with astory to tell.” - o
~ Shararas, anarkalis, lehen-
" “gas with intricate gold embel-
lishments will be showcased.
She - has - predominantly
used georgette and velvet.
. Meanwhile, couturier
Manish Malhotra is ‘going to’
present the finale in which
Aishwarya Rai is going to be: -
“the showstopper. §
Synonymous with br1dal ,
wear, Manish, who is present-
ing the show on August 2,
says, “Since this is the last
show of the fashion week, it is
going to be a departure from
. what you have seen. It will be
an intimate setting as we will
© present a preview of our lim-
ited edition Manish Malhotra
London Label” ‘
“This collection is even’
more special to me as it also
marks the celebration of suc-
cessful 10 years of my label in i
August this vear,” says Man- A sketch by Anju Modi
ish. ‘




PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU
EERCCEL
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

ARG WXBR

Hindustan, Delhi
Thursday 30th July 2015, Page: 6

Width: 12.62 cms, Height: 12.62 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2015-07-30.45.52

ﬁs‘ﬁwﬁ}mmm

g aﬂxﬁﬁi’rwﬁﬁﬁwﬁ

T TR | SR R e e
A i R e, AT
oA | T 3 e T o
HfeAPIGLERF 2015 1 WA

Ty SRR T S Wy
TIFR AT A e |
W e fod had A feole R Y

YT YT 9 ferer B

p TR e | o B

Yo RRORRR st ¥

RUR TR fesTRa I gfeT -

foram| 596 = ¥ WY % W-
TSR WRT % BT F e
AR @Y 1T AR o dme

QAT ESTEE 5 Y Gh-Th W Rl
agiﬁaaa?rﬁﬁ@%%mé‘raﬁ%
% ftp ST RIT W7 N T A

TR % A-A TH TR -
T P ot IIR H G S

B | I oI AR SRR

TS % oAU TC-JH o 3

YA TRE, AT aaeE
ﬁsmmﬁﬁaﬁigﬁ 3T

AR RS AR

- WWWW% R amst

aﬁwwu%aw

"Wagﬁiaﬁﬂwq%%i
T

AW R 9% e T

- T T RE, A AR
9T- S 3id  fog S amigeT

% e Y T wes el
Sia ST A Y AT
aﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ*&mﬁw%ﬁgﬁdﬁ

Feam

ST Y fESTTER T g
FHT R PFIFTLE | IH TTH

o o FesTeiil & o 2

U1 el R S AR R A H. g #Ed g,

HW

wﬁaaﬁmm aﬂtmsﬁamﬂ'
F ST-UI & 2T |- IR R ¥

IR SR E AR R |

feareT gEeT w1 W
YR %
FaEl o
a?@(aﬁasi‘rqsaﬁmﬁm;
TR %Gnsqtﬁam \
R T SR TR
SifeiigS I 0% Tu T & 3
H BRI H L

G-I '—Wﬂ‘ 1




