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Centre to GIVE

J&K Another

32, 437 crore

our| Polttical BUreau

“New Delhi: The Centre will
release- 2,437 crore to the
Jammu & Kashmir govern-:

ment this year, taking the to-
talrelief package to the flood-
ravaged state to -more than
£5,000 crore, besides working
on a long-term development
plan for the state, home min-

ister Rajnath Singh and fi-

nance minister Arun Jaitley
announced on Tuesday.

NITI Aayog CEO Smdhush‘ ‘

ree Khullar and secretary; ex-
penditure, Ratan P Watal will
visit J&K to develop a long-
term vision for the develop-
ment of the state, and their

| - suggestions will be consid-
" ered by the government in

thatrespect, Jaitley said.

* . Holding a joint press con-
-ference with Singh tolistout

the package for J&K, where

.- the BJP is in an uneasy alli-
* ‘ance with PDP, Jaitley said .

the Centre had already re-

|+ leased 22,602 crore for relief
" and rehabilitation after the
- devastating ﬂoods in the

statelastyear.

" “This year, 2,437 croremore -
" will bereleased, taking phe to- .

PTI

Rajnath Singh with Arun Jaitleyat:
press conference in Delhi on Tuesday

talaid to over¥5,000 crore: The .
larger plan regarding devel- -
opment of infrastrueture in
power, highways, health,
HRD, water resources, tou-
rism, textile and education’
sectors will also be rolled out
after suggestions from the NI-
TI Aayog CEO and secretary
expenditure, who will be vis-
iting J&K next week,” the fis...
nance minister said. bt
Singh said the development ™
of J&K was a “full-fledged”
commitment of the Centreto-

“wardsthe state. “Theexisting -

allocationafterthefloods was
not enough. Hence, more

funds are now being allocat-

ed,” the home ministersaid. .
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C01r exports up 10 5%; fetch X1 630 crore

. 'V SAJEEV KUMAR
’ Kocm ,June 16

Overseas demand for coir pith .

. and coir fibre boosted country’s
. coir and products exports.in the

2014-15- fiscal, witnessing a 10.5

per cent growth in value and 16

- per cent growth in quantity.

The exports clocked a revenue

figure of whopping %1,630 crore
' durmg the penod compared to:

~ 1,476 crore in the previous ﬁs~
cal.

. The country exported 6, 26 666

tonnes against 537,040 tonnes
- in the preceding year.

 China emerged as the major
importer of coir fibre for manu-

*facturing mattress boards and

their focus to import more coir
pithjgrow bags to cater to hor- -
tifagricultural ,
~have also contributed more to -
- the export kitty, Surendra Nath - -
Tripati, Chalrman C01r Board,

reqmrements

sald

Value-added products

- Coir fibre with export earnings
- of T419.23 crore constituted 26
.per cent of.the total products

exports.

Similarly,, coir plth w1th an
- export of X432.95 crore com-
_prised 27 per cent. ~

All other value-added. items-

put together constitute 47 per

cent of the totaI exports he -

crease by value compared to -
last year. While coir pith, coir
fibre, handloom mat, coir rope,

“ curled coir and coir Tugs and

‘S&Id

Dragon demand ‘

Of the total 115 countries, the
Chairman said -that China

topped the importing countries

- with 28.6 per cent in value and

39 per cent-in quantity. -

The US emerged as the sec-.
ond laigest importer with a
share. of 213 per cent in value -

and 12.4 per cent in quantity:

" According to board officials,:

coir handloom products ex-

- ports. also. showed a marginal
~increase by-quantity but no'in-

. ularise

carpets - registered a growth
ranging from 12 .to 45 per cent, -
the officials said that coir yarn,
tufted - mat, powerloom’ mat,
handloom matting, coir geo-

© textiles and rubberised coir re-
torded a dechne '

The Board’s eXport. market
development assistance to pop--
‘coir “and " products
abroad also yielded results giv-
en the growth in exports both

-in quantity and value terms,
the officials added.
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‘Removal of benefits
in foreign trade
policy to hit exports’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mumbai, June 16

Removal of benefits on exports
‘to African countries in the new
foreign trade policy will affect
shipments of value-added prod-
ucts such as cotton dyed and
printed fabrics, textile industry
body said. _
“The new Foreign Trade Policy
2015-20 has removed all benefits:
on exports to African countries.:
This has had a serious impact on’
exports of value added products
like cotton dyed and printed fab- .
rics and made-ups to African
countries,” Cotton Textiles Ex-
port Promotion Council (Texpro-.
¢il) Chairman RK Dalmia said in '
a release isstied here. '
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CCEA may ra1$e MSP of paddy,

NEW. DELHI: The Cabi-
net Committee on Economic
Affairs (CCEA) is likely to
approve tomorrow a proposal
to raise the minimum support
price- (MSP) of paddy by Rs
50 to Rs 1,410 per quintal for
this year. “The CCEA meet-
ing is scheduled for tomorrow.
The proposal on MSP of kharif

- (surnmer) crops is listed on the
agenda for discussion,” Agri-
culture Secretary Siraj Hus-
sain said.

The Agriculture Ministry
has moved a CCEA note on
MSP of various crops for the
2015-16 kharif season taking
into account the recommen-
dations of the Commission for

* Agricultural Costs and Prices
(CACP), a government advi-
sory bedy.

According to sources,
CACP has recommended a

modest increase of Rs 50 per
quintal to Rs 1,410 in the MSP
for paddy farmers for the 2015-
16 kharif season.

It has also suggested a
hike of Rs 100 per quintal in
the support price-of ragi to Rs
1,650 and Rs 30 per quintal for

groundnut MSP to Rs 4,030.

CACP has also recom-
mended a higher MSP for
pulses to boost domestic pro-
duction and reduce coun-
try’s dependence on imports.
Sources said it is to be seen
whether CCEA will approve
the CACP’s suggestions or take
the political route to fulfill the
BjP’s 2014 poll promise of fix-
ing MSP at 50 per cent profit
margin over the cost of produc-
tion. Usually, the government
accepts CACP’s recommenda-
tions on the crop pricing issue.

MSP is the rate at which

government buys the grain
from farmers. Paddy is the
main crop grown in the kharif
(summer) season. Sowing of
kharif crops has already-started
with the onset of the Seuth-
West monsoon from June. -
According to  govern-
ment data, area sown under
the rice crop was higher at
4.71 lakh hectares till the last
week of this season as against
4.52 lakh hectares in the same
period last year. The sowing
area under cotton, sugarcane
and jute remained lower in
the said period. Rice produc-
tion is pegged at 102.54 mil-
lion tonnes in the ongoing
2014-15 crop year (July-June)
as against the record 106.65
million tonnes in the previous
year. An increased MSP may
encourage farmer for greater
sowing of paddy. Pt
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Continue FTP benefits: trade body

Removal of benefits on exports to African countr-
ies in the new FTP will affect shipments of value
added products like cotton dyed and printed
fabrics, textile industry body said on Tuesday.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: In a first of
its kind the Khadi and Vil-
lage Industries Commission
{KVIC) on Tuesday launched
denim designer wear to attract
youngsters towards the indig-
enous product.

Launching the new range,
Union Minister for Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises
Kalraj Mishra said: “Khadi is
becoming a global product
now. Countries such as the UK,
USA and Australia, among oth-
ers, have shown a keen inter-
est in setting up showrooms
of khadi products. To meet
the global demand, we have to
make khadi clothes as per need
and style”

KVIC CEQ-cum cominis-
sioner AK Jha said: “We have
taken a lead in introducing
khadi denims as Arvind Mills,
a denim cloth manufacturer
for leading brands, has sub-
mitted a proposal for the same.
Since khadi is our product, we

e SRR, AP

i

TCRY MAVEEN SHARNA

will try to meet the domestic
demand by producing quality
denim products of khadi. We
will not let it to go in private
hands?”

A Prime Minister’s Employ-
ement (zeneration Programme
(PMEGP) window was also
inaugurated on the occasion.
The programme aims to show-
case products produced by
micro entrepreneurs from all
over the country. In the first
phase, micro entrepreneurs
from North East Region,
along with khadi institutions,
have displayed their products
under the PMEGP window.
North-east products such as
cane, bamboo, munga silk and
andi silk, among handicraft
items, are also available in the
exhibition.

Khadi Gramodyog Bhavan
has also been awarded an ISC
9001:2008 certificate, which
was awarded by TUV India.
MSME secretary Madhav Lal
was and other senior officials of
the ministry were also present.
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