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A study of smallholder farm-
ers in Maharashtra has found
that under rain-fed condi-
tions, farmers growing tradi-
tional Indian cotton crop can
obtain similar revenue and
profit as farmers growing ge-
netically modified American
cotton (BT American cotton).

The research conducted by
UK scientists, published in
Nature Plants, found that
farmers growing BT Ameri-
can cotton (Gossypium hirsu-
tum) obtained slightly higher

.yields than farmers growing

Asiatic cotton (Gossypium
arboreum), the native Indian
variety. However, growing BT
American cotton requires
more expense on seeds, pesti-
cides and fertilisers, as a re-
sult of which profits gener-
ated ended up being similar
to those generated by farm-
ers growing Asiatic cotton.
The researchers have sug-
gested that Asiatic cotton
should be considered when
farmers are deciding which
cotton to grow under rain-fed
conditions, which are pre-
dominant in India.

The research is set to initi-

ate a fresh debate on geneti-
cally modified crops and en-
ergise the anti-GM lobby once
again. Asiatic cotton was
traditionally cultivated in In-
dia till the entry of BT cotton
in 2002. BT cotton makes up
90% of the cotton grown in
Maharashtra and even across
India. Mostfarming in Maha-
rashtra is dependent on rains
due to skewed irrigation fa-

‘cilities. Even the average

Study found farmers growing American BT cotton got slightly higher

ylelds than those growing Asiatic cotton, the native Indian varlety

'UK study on cotton to spur anti-GM lobby again

CCiL chief rejects
study findings

The data was collected by lead
author Dr Carla Romeu-Dalmau
from 51 smallholder farmers.

- Dalmau also found that farmers

growing BT American cotton
under irrigated conditions
obtained higher yields than
farmers growing the same under
rain-fed conditions. However,
higher yields did not translate
into higher profits as they spent
more to cultivate. Director of
Cotton Corporation of India Ltd
MM Chockalingam rejected the
findings, saying: “Though BT
cotton requires higher input cost
Initially, the yield is far more
than the traditional variety.”

* Some traditional growers are using high density seed-sowing, maybe
three to six times more plants per acre, and getting higher yields than
before — MM Chockalingam, director, Cotton Corporation of India Limited

rainfall in the state in the past
few years has been 70%.
Anti-BT activists and farm-
er activists have been ques-
tioning since long its safety
and economic feasibility, ar-
guing that the variety is cost-
lier and more input-intensive,
and therefore an undesirable
burden on resource-poor

farmers. These groups have:

4lso been seeking review from
the state government on
whether BT cotton is suitable
in rain-fed or non-irrigated
regions such as Vidarbha.
“While economic benefits
of BT cotton in terms of
yields, farmers’ net revenue
and reduction in pesticide
cost are well-documented, it
was unclear to what extent ir-

rigation influences the perfor-

mance of BT cotton, especial-:
ly on smallholder farming,-
. and if, in the absence of irri-:

gation, growing BT provides
greater economic benefits
compared to traditional Asi-
atic cotton,” states the paper.
American BT cotton be-
came popular as it was pro-
moted as ‘far better’ than the
native variety. Its fibres are
longer than Asiatic cotton fi-
bres and better suited to ex-

isted textiles technology. As.
American cotton is sensitive

to insect and disease damage,
it has been genetically modi-
fied to be more resistant to
pests, including bollworms.
The data was collected by
lead author Dr Carla Romeu-

Daimau, a James Martin fel-

Jlowat Oxford University, from

51 smallholdér farmers in
Maharashtra. A comparison
of input costs, yields and rev-
enues suggests that while Asi-

.aticcotton in therain-fed area

required an input cost rang-
ing frorn Rs10,000 to Rs15,000
per acre, giving an average
net revenue of Rs15,000 to
Rs20,000, BT cotton cultiva-

““tion required average input

cost of ‘Rs15,000-Rs20,000 per-

.acre, giving an average net
. revenue of Rs15,000-Rs25,000:

Dalmau also found that
farmers growing BT Ameri-
can cotton under irrigated
conditions obtained higher
yields than those growing the
same in rain-fed conditions./
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Santosh Gangwar, MoS (IC) Textiles & Parliamentary Aﬂalrs _
WR,RD&GR, visited ABAHONI Artisans Crafts Bazaar & Hand-
{oom Expo 2015 at Dwarka, Delhi, sponsored by BMB. Earfier; _U :
Ananthiasubramanian, CMD, BMB inauguratedthe Expo. - -
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‘A gi]‘t from Karnataka to ti e ( uj arat CM

Weaver couple present Anandlben Patel a
200gm diaphanous silk saree

RUTAM VORA
Ahredabad, june 9

The chief ministex of Guprat
Anandiben Patel’s collection
of sarées just got richer on
Tuesday with a diaphanous
silk ‘saree. gifted by a silk

weaver couple from Karnata-

ka here.

~The couple in their early
70s, Gurum Narayanappa
and his wife Kamalamma
travelled all the way from
Sunkadakatte near Bengalu-

ital of Guj

Tu to the Ca

mal va ujarat,

Gandhinagar just to gift a 6.5-
metre Karnataka silk saree
that weighed - about one
fourth of the normal saree.
The saree, weighing about

200 grams was prepared

with extensive manual la-
bour of 20-25 days and esti-
mated to cost anywhere be-
tween 330,000 t0 340,000 in
the market.

“The chief minister ex-

pressed pleasure to received

this unique gift and appre-

‘cidted Narayanappa's artand
_-his efforts,” said a statement
_from the Chief Minister’s

office.

Full of surprises

Notably, - the couple also - §

showcased a 25-gram silk sa-
ree that fit in a match-box.
“The Chief Minister was sur-
prised to see a 6.5 meter silk
saree being unveiled from a
match-box. She \.OngraLum.L
ed the couple for their art
and encouraged -them  to
showcase their craft to the
people of Gujarat,” said Hi-
manjal Palival, state organi-
sation secretary, Samskrita
Bharati,
couple during their meeéting

_ with the chief minister.

The language barrier for
the couple, who interacted

only in Kannada, necessitat<

who assisted the.

Silk saree weavers from Karnataka meet the Gujarat CM

ed the a local support. “The
couple is not from an af-
fluent background. They can-
not afford pricey gifts to any
individual. But in order to
get their art recognised, they
decided to present this saree

“to the Chief Minister. They al-

50 sought permission to- gift
a similar saree to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s moth-

er, Hiraba. But the appoint-

ment has not been granted
so far,”  Palival told

BusinessLine.

Interestingly, the artisan
couple from Karnataka has
several feathers to their hat.
Their handmade diaphanous
sitk saree has also found a
place in the wardrobe of .US
first lady Michelle Obama,
whom they had gifted a silk
saree weighing just 70 grams
along with a 30-gram silk
scarf for the US President Ba- -
rack Obama during their In-
dia visit in 2010.




